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Against Australia’s total population of 24,176,691 people (2011 Census), 

approximately 337, 823 people* (1.4%) of Australia’s population 

identified as being born in Africa.

Africa has been broken down into three regions: North Africa, Central & 

West Africa and Southern & East Africa. The approximate figure of 337, 

823 represents the total of these 3 regions.

Snapshot Population Figures:

VITAL STATISTICS Population born in Africa
(By State and Total Australia)  

New South Wales 94215  (0.28)

Victoria 80938  (0.24)

70947  (0.21)

Queensland

Western Australia

63423 (0.19)

South Australia 17281  (0.05)

Australian Capital Territory 4702  (0.01)

Tasmania 3756  (0.01)

Northern Territory 2505  (0.01)

337823Total Australia

Top 5 languages spoken by region: 

North Africa: Arabic, English, Dinka, Greek and Italian

Central & West Africa: English, Krio, Swahili, Akan and 

French

Southern & East Africa: English, Afrikaans, French, 

Shona and Somali.

North Africa = Black

Central and West Africa = White

Southern and Eastern  = Green

Language Issues by Region

Population born in Africa (total Australia and by State) 

337, 823           

                         

28% identified as living in NSW                                                          

49%
Median Age 37

51%
Median Age 37

South Africa

Ethiopia

Egypt

Zambia Nigeria

Mauritius

Zimbabwe Somalia

KenyaSudan

Egypt, 36421, 13%

Zimbabwe, 29938, 10%

Mauritius, 23234, 8%

Sudan, 18963, 6%

Kenya, 13678, 5%

Ethiopia, 8249, 3%

Somalia, 5677, 2%

Zambia, 5442, 2%

Nigeria, 4447, 1%

South Africa, 144170, 50%



top 5 Major Local Government 
Area by State/Territorty*

Blacktown 8530

Ku-ring-gai 5065

The Hills Shire 3902

Liverpool 3652

Bankstown 3609

New South Wales Victoria

Casey 8256

Brimbank 4910

Greater

Dandenong
4869

Glen Eira 4207

Wyndham 3847

Queensland

Brisbane 21610

Gold Coast 8513

Logan

5183Moreton Bay

4606

Sunshine 

Coast
4014

Port Adelaide

Enffield
2057

Salisbury 1658

Charles Sturt 1598

Onkaparinga 1317

Playford 1297

South Australia

Canning 

9365Stirling

8564

Joondalup 8018

Gosnells 3839

Wanneroo

3551

Western Australia

Darwin 1265

Alice Springs 556

Palmerston 247

Litchfield

131
Unincorperated 

NT

118

Northern Territory

Hobart 756

Launceston 666

Kingborough

527Glenorchy

496

Clarence 317

Tasmania

*Australian Capital Territory: Top 5 major residential suburbs in the 

ACT include Ngunnawal, Kambah, Dunlop, Gungahlin and Nicholls.

Africultures – March (NSW)

Africa Day – 25 May (VIC)

African Music and Cultural Festival – December (VIC)

Unmasked African Festival – September (SA)

Nelson Mandela Commemorative Day 

Celebration of African Australians (CAA), (VIC)

Independence Day

Religious Festivals

According to the 2006 Australian Bureau of Statistics General 

Social Survey (GSS) the lowest participate rates in sport and 

physical activity were most evident in people reporting their place 

of birth as North Africa with the lowest overall participation of 32%.

VALUES AND PASSION POINTS

Cultural Opportunities (Festivals/National Days)

Participation in Sports and Physical Activity

Passion Points

Key Media Presence & Media Consumption

Key Community Structures

Cultural Protocols

Greet everyone respectfully and instantly as soon as you meet them.

Cover your mouth when you yawn.

In Southern Africa, it is considered polite to receive a gift with the right 

hand.

When reaching out to receive something, the best etiquette is to hold 

both hands out - cupped.

Sport is a popular conversation starter.

African Communities Councils in NSW, SA and QLD

Organisation of African Communities in WA

Somalia Association of NSW, Rockdale

African Australian Association ACT Inc.

Africa Media Association

African Community Association across Australia: http://afsaap.

org.au/resources/african-community-groups-in-australia/

Sports: Popular sports include soccer, rugby union, 

cricket, track and field, wrestling

Music

Arts and Craft

Entrepreneurship 

Innovators for cause

Radio: SBS, 2000FM, 3ZZZ, 3YYR – The Pulse

REFERENCES

Data Source: 2011 Census of Population and Housing 

http://www.our-africa.org/games-and-sports

This programme is funded by the Australian 

Government Department of Social Services. 

Go to www.dss.gov.au for more informationa


